Pancuronium prevents pneumothoraces in ventilated premature babies who actively expire against positive pressure inflation.
Preterm infants who were making expiratory efforts against ventilator inflation were randomised to be paralysed with pancuronium or to receive no paralysing agent during ventilation. Pneumothoraces developed in all 11 unparalysed babies but in only 1 of 11 (p less than 0.0004) of those managed with pancuronium, which had no serious side-effects. In 34 infants excluded from the trial because they were not breathing against the ventilator, no pneumothoraces developed.